Are we Promoting BYB and Pet store Sales?
I have read hundreds of articles, web sites, magazines and books on breeding Boxers. Recently I came across a briefly mentioned comment in a Boxer forum site about whether we should be discouraging breeding or bad breeding. The point was not elaborated on and there were a few uneducated and not very insightful comments attached. In all my reading, I have continually read the same fact about reputable breeders so I had to think outside the box for a bit on this subject and I’m sure by expressing this opinion I will upset more than one person; however, I’m going to anyway. 

Question: Are “reputable” breeders meeting the demand for Boxer puppies?

Answer: Not even close. According to all the research a “reputable” breeder can only be from a home that shows their dogs. I’ve visited hundreds of Boxer websites and seen many beautiful dogs and very few beautiful puppies. The show kennel breeds very little and seemingly to attempt to spawn their next champion. The public is offered the puppies that are left. That is all the breeding they are doing and the demand is way higher than the supply.

Next: On my home page I discuss my exhausting search for quality puppies to which I could find none in Idaho and had to purchase from out of state. For my little girl “Kaleigh” I searched over 1700 listings. (Do you know how many hours of sitting in front of a computer that is?) I still could only find a Boxer with one health tested parent (The champion of course) and a respectable pedigree, as well as having the characteristics I was searching for. 

Question: Who is supplying Boxer lovers with healthy, quality Boxers?

Answer: Not nearly enough.
Question: If a Boxer lover wants a Boxer, but can’t find a “reputable” breeder, who shows their dogs and health tests their stock, who do they purchase their Boxer from?

Answer: A back yard breeder or pet store.

So, the real question here is, are we, who love Boxers and wish to breed quality, healthy, the best of the best Boxers, really creating a market for BYB and pet stores by not meeting demand? 
I believe the answer is YES. If it was easy or in some areas even possible to find a good breeder, don’t you think the public would seek them out, instead of buying what they could find? Absolutely! Why are so many people discouraging breeding Boxers when you should be discouraging bad breeding and encouraging good breeding in order to help put the bad ones out of business? I conducted this exhaustive search for quality Boxers because I was willing to educate myself and spend the time and money to find what I was looking for. Most buyers are looking for a cute puppy. They haven’t educated themselves and are not going to go through everything I had to, just to find a family pet.
In conclusion: I believe we all should take responsibility and encourage good breeding, (health testing and breeding Boxers that look and act like Boxers should) and when good breeders are meeting demand, bad breeders will die off.
